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In this research project, we have studied how Dolgan, a small language in the
Far North of Siberia, was formed and developed. Thought the process of formation of this language is not
obvious, the materials comﬁiled by K.M.Rychkov, a Russian ethnographer, are available. Rychkov visited
the Turukhansk region at the beginning of 20th century and left abundant materials and documents among
which there are some in and on the Dolgan language. With his collection, we have revealed that the
language recorded by Rychkov, which can be assumed to be the proto-Dolgan, is quite different from the
present standard Dolgan. We can conclude from this that the multilingualism in this area was strongly
involved in the development of the Dolgan language. We have also observed how the language ecology of

"birth, development, decline, and endangerment” is influenced by its enviroments social as well as
poitical.
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