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The purpose of this study is to, during the five years of 2013 to 2017,
analyze 12 items of English synonyms and usage Japanese students of English often make mistakes in
and are puzzled about, and to describe their syntactic and semantic features with a full
understanding of the difficulties frequently encountered by Japanese students of English, using
corpora with which even non-native speakers of English are able to probe into English produced by
native speakers of English in their daily life and to obtain the opportunity of studying English
expressions that are not provided in literature or references.
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the Lexical Grammar of English (John Benjamin),
Tognini-Bonelli, E. (2001) Corpus Linguistics at
Work (John Benjamins), Stubbs, M. (1993)
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Tognini-Bonelli (eds.) Text and Technology: In
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2
be
ESL/EFL take place

But that, of course, is not what is happening. The
ocean is a gigantic chemical retort, in which
thousands of complex and sometimes unexpected
chemical reactions are taking place on a scale
which defies comprehension. The impact of
sunlight on sea water turns some of it into
hydrogen peroxide: the bleaching agent which
turns hair "Marilyn Monroe" blonde.—Bank of
English, Corpus: brbooks/ UK. Text: BB-Lm90-
744.
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1 earlier/before
earlier before

earlier this year

a week later

as | said
earlier
before
earlier
2 for/to
for to
easy  good
for important  clear
to natural  normal
for for
3 fall
fall
fall

4 Thank you so much.
so Stoffel
Lakoff (1975)
“Thank you very much.”
“Thank you so much.”
Corpus of American Soap Operas

(1901)



“Thank you so much.”

5 everything from
everything from...to...
He did everything from producing ads to
occasionally selling tickets.

from...to...
everything, everywhere,
everyone, everybody, anything, anywhere,
anyone, anybody, all (...) every... any(...)

range, vary,

spread, extend
price, period, rate, number, issue,

adults, age(d)

6 that
that
fact, idea, possibility, notion,
impression, feeling that
in the sense that . . ., to the extent that . . . |
in the hope that . . . , in the belief that . . . , in

[with] the knowledge that . . . , on the ground(s)
that . . .

7 enough as it is

enough as it is

8 deny
deny
strongly, vehemently, categorically, strenuously,

consistently,  flatly,  vigorously, angrily,
emphatically, hotly, adamantly, fiercely,
steadfastly, furiously
repeatedly, initially, routinely
brilliantly, unfairly,
improperly, ungratefully, unjustly, unlawfully,
wrongfully, unconstitutionally deny
Ml-score
9 wildly
wildly fluctuate,

flail, wveer, spin, cheer, applaud, exaggerate,
swing, wave, stare, dance, laugh, celebrate
popular
enthusiastic
differ  vary
inaccurate, optimistic, inconsistent,

imaginative, successful, inappropriate, different

Ml-score
10 enough
enough
t-score
Sure, Fair, Oddly,
Funnily, Strangely, Interestingly, Curiously,

Naturally, Appropriately, Ironically, Amazingly,
Surprisingly

enough
Sure  Funnily enough
11 very much
very much t-score
doubt,
regret, depend
like, hope, want, look forward to . . ., appreciate,
enjoy, welcome
(very) much
love, adore,
treasure very much
12 choose / select
choose  select
choose wisely,

randomly, arbitrarily, carefully, democratically,
consciously, judiciously, purposely, deliberately,
freely, specially, unconsciously, unanimously,

overwhelmingly, = overwhelmingly, actively,
accordingly, specifically, intentionally,
individually, personally, automatically
Ml-score select
selectively,

voluntarily, willingly choose

select randomly,
specially, arbitrarily, carefully, judiciously,
democratically, purposely, wisely, unanimously,
individually, personally, unconsciously,
intentionally, consciously, automatically,

deliberately, freely, overwhelmingly, actively,

accordingly, specifically Ml-score
choose
manually, scientifically, artfully,
anonymously, unfairly
2013
use  utilize 2015
Absolutely / Certainly / Definitely
2015 be capable of doing
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