©
2013 2015

Establishment of JSL/JFL research: the discipline and methodology
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This research considers Japanese as a Second or Foreign Language (JSL/JFL) as a
new academic discipline, and aims to systemize it as well as to realize research methodologies in this
particular field. For this purpose, we rearranged and analyzed themes and research methods from previous
studies related to Japanese language education. We found that the major themes discussed by previous
studies were “ Japanese language,” “ learners,” and “ education/society,” and that specific data and
methodologies were utilized for each theme. In order for Japanese language education to establish itself
as a discipline with its own independent system, research pertaining to the three above-mentioned themes
must be organically tied together. Moreover, there is a need for cooperation and coordination among

various specialists.
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