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The purpose of this project was to investigate whether L2 intermediate
writers viewed corpus referencing as a practical resource for solving writing-related language
problems. Students completed a one-semester EFL writing course that included corpus search and
analysis training and composed three essays, each of which was revised for lexical errors based on
teacher feedback. Findings indicate that students believed the corpus to be an important tool to the

writing process; namely, for referencing accurate collocations, for supplementing dictionary
information, and for correcting certain error categories. However, many felt restricted in their
ability to make the most of this technology due to difficulties related to computer literacy, time,
and language proficiency. A continuation of this project is currently in progress to quantitatively
assess the students’ rate of success with corpus-based error correction.
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(4a) Themes 1A and 1B: General Feedback
Table 1. Questionnaire results by theme
Frequency
Theme  Item M SD Mode Distribution
(agree>disagree)
1A General feedback on corpus usage:  4.52 110 5 29-58-44-16-8-1
Appealing
IB  General feedback on corpus usage: 475 095 5 49-79-63-13-4-0
Worthwhile
2 Curriculum and corpus training 468 091 5 46-111-83-14-6-0
3 Linguistic support 482 107 3 47-58-31-18-0-2
4 Corpus usage and functions 362 136 3 19-44-39-62-33-11
5 Dictionaries vs. corpora 35 113 3 18-35-61-69-21-4
6 Difficulties with corpus referencing  3.92 105 4 20-62-135-66-25-4
1 Corpus queries 410 096 4 11-42-59-39-5-0
] Autonomous corpus usage 415 157 § 29-53-33-12-11-18
Pearson
(r=0.39)
(r=0.31)

(4b) Theme 2: Curriculum and Corpus
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(4e) Theme 5: Dictionaries vs. Corpora
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