©
2013 2015

Why do Japanese EFL learners generate atypical erroneous adjective collocations?

Uchida, Tomio
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This study aims to reveal causes of atypical erroneous adjective collocations in
learner English. Writing samples by Japanese EFL learners in learner corpora, JEFFL Corpus (e.g., Tono
2007) and part of ICNALE (e.g., Ishikawa 2013), were investigated and analyzed gquantitatively and
qualitatively. A corpus analysis and NS informant research as well as an analysis of a word finding test

were conducted. o o i
Results revealed that the learners’ repertoire is insufficient and learners tend to overuse a few basic

adjectives (CEFR-J A level). There is also a tendency to misuse adjectives, referring mostly to L1
lexical and collocational knowledge. Another problem the learners have is their deficient knowledge of
word class. The necessities of expanding adjectives in a productive way, fostering the active knowledges
and skills to select appropriate parts of speech in generating sentences in English, and the need of
teaching typical collocations as productive vocabulary are implied as a result.
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