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The Investigators worked closely with Japanese teachers of English (JTEs) and
assistant language teachers (ALTs) team teaching at one private and two public high schools. Narrative
data reveal that traditional attitudes perpetuate two problematic dichotomies. The first is between the
goals and practices of solo taught four skills classes and team taught conversation classes, and the
second between ALTs’ elevated status within conversation classes and their marginalized status within
English education overall. Additional survey results show that pre-service teachers receive little
guidance about issues related to “ native” and “ non-native” English-speaking teachers and remain
uncertain about how to meet the goals of team teaching. However, a team teaching framework based on
Activity Theory (Engestrom, 1987) supports JTEs and ALTs in shifting perceptions on teaching and learning
English, clarifying JTE-ALT relationships, and nurturing student motivation and language acquisition.
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