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The diary of Kinoshita Ison of a feudal retainer of the Kumamoto clan: A clue to
the trend of scholars of Confucianism in the late Tokugawa period
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This study focused on the diary of Kinoshita Ison, a scholar of the Kumamoto
domain, and the research objective was to look into the activities of the Confucian scholars in the
restoration era. Kinoshita®s diary reveals a network of academics. For example, Kinoshita was very close
to Yasui Sokken and Sionoya Toin when he was in Edo, and there is an evidence of communication between
Yasui, Shionoya, and Maki lzuminokami, the renowned anti-Shogunate shintoist of the Kurume domain. The
diary does not show whether Kinoshita himself ever met Maki, but Kinoshita"s brother, Kotaro, maintained
contact with Maki and in fact Maki did make a visit to the home of the Kinoshita family in Kumamoto.
Also,we can learn from the diary that Edayoshi Shinyo,a scholar of Saga domain, visited and learned from
Kinoshita in Edo and Kumamoto. This fact can be considered as a distant origin of the band of Maki and
Edayoshi*s followers that plotted against the Shogunate in later years.
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