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Political violence and the "tavern™ in Berlin during the Weimar Republic
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The purpose of this study is to focus on the violent street fights in Berlin
during the Weimar Republic that the various paramilitary and political forces repeatedly caused by using
taverns. Accordingly, the goal is to empirically analyse the “ political tavern” as a starting point of
political violence on the basis of primary sources, and then to clarify the relationships between the
tavern and the politics in the Weimar Republic. In conclusion, I point out the following: firstly, the
taverns were politicalized in the period of the Anti-Socialist Laws when the labor movement used the
tavern as a base for political activities (assemblies, meetings or political education). Secondly, in the
Weimar Republic not only Social Democrats, but also the National Socialists and the Communists acquired
their own taverns in big cities like Berlin and politically polarized these as well. As a result the
political tavern functioned as a base for political violence on the streets.
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