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This study elucidates the local production of the Islamic knowledge of
Berber religious scholars. It focuses especially on the activities of translating Arabic religious
texts into the Berber language.

The Berbers, whose homelands are scattered in North and West Africa, are people who
progressively converted to Islam after its arrival in the seventh century. In the Islamic medieval
centuries, they founded Islamic dynasties such as al-Murabit, al-Muwahhid, and others that served to

Islamize North Africa and beyond. In parallel with such political activities, Berber religious
scholars not only embarked on translating various Arabic religious texts into the Berber language,
but also produced religious poetry in Berber in order to localize Islamic knowledge among ordinary
people. This study focuses especially on the production of religious texts from the pre-colonial era

to the contemporary period.
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