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Social Relationship Functioning in the Time of Disaster and Reconstruction Process
in Ryukyu Islands and Taiwan
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This study attempts to show how typhoons affect the lives of people in Okinawa,
Amami, and Taiwan and how they adapt and react the periodically attacking natural disasters.

In this regard, 1 will argue two main points; The first is about typhoons and house destruction.
Typhoons used to caused enormous damages to houses every year at least until the 1960s. However, as house
structure changed, the degree and the number of houses destroyed by typhoon reduced. So a historical
process of structural change of houses is the first focal point of the study.

The second point of the study is social relationship in connection with house building. At the time of
disaster, people cooperate and help each other for nothing. This custom leads me to consider relationship
in a community as an important countermeasure against typhoon and social capital functioning in the time
of disaster and reconstruction process.
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