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In the name of maintaining public order, the emergency law restricts, or
suspends, basic rights and civil liberties, democratic decision-making processes, and other legal
procedures. The objective of this study was to explore the institutional safeguards that prevent the
legislations from degrading themselves to the “ evil laws” during “ state of emergency” . In this
respect, the resilient civil culture that embraces the Rule of Law and Constitutionalism should be deeply
rooted in people’ s mentality before any emergency situations, either severe disasters or security
threats, take place. However, in East Asia, the traditional politico-legal culture of instrumentalism
stands in the way as an obstacle. Furthermore, especially in the post 9.11 era, the detrimental pressures
from international politics should also be taken into consideration.
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