©
2013 2016

From Human Security to Resilience? Political identity after the Global Financial
Crisis

SHANI, Giorgiandrea

2,700,000

Religion, ldentity and Human Security (Routledge: 2014)

This research project critically examined the impact of the financial crisis
on human security and political identity in Europe, Latin America and South Asia. It resulted in
the publication of the book: Religion, Identity and Human Security (Routledge: 2014). The book set
out the theoretical framework for the project. Field research was mainly carried out on minority
religious communities in Europe and South Asia.
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Preliminary research on migration and
human security had been conducted in Japan,
North America, and Europe as a recipient
of 19-20
B and in South Asia as a recipient of
22-23
B which focused on Human Security in
Southern Asia after the Global Financial
Crisis and Implications for International
Relations

Furthermore, research has been carried out
on the construction of religious, ethnic
and cultural identities in South Asia and
its Diaspora and was subsequently
published as a book entitled Sikh
Nationalism and Identity in a Global Age
(Routledge 2007hbk, 2010 pbk).

The main aim of the project is to examine
the relationship between neoliberalism,
subjectivity and human insecurity after
the financial crisis. Specifically, the
project will assess the influence of the
global financial crisis on collective
political identities and human security
through a comparative analysis of
political movements in Europe, South Asia
and Latin America. Due to limitations of
funding and time, focus was concentrated
upon the impact of the financial crisis
upon ethno-religious minorities in Europe
and South Asia. It was hoped that the
research would contribute to the further
institutionalization of a “ critical
human security paradigm” (Shani, Sato and
Pasha 2007; Newman 2010; Shani 2010) in
International Relations.

Research was conducted primarily in Europe
and South Asia, with additional fieldwork
on Latin America. The main objective of the
research was to clarify the relationship
between the financial crisis, human
in/security and new forms of political
action.

More specifically, it:

a) Analyzed the influence of the global
financial crisis on political identity
in Europe and South Asia with special
reference to minority ethnic and
religious identities (and in Latin

America indigenous identities);

b) Accounted for the similarities and
differences between responses to the
financial crisis among member states of
the EU, the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC); and, to
a limited extent, Mercosur

¢) Examined forms of both violent
(Naxalite, Maoist, Anarchist) and
non-violent (CGIL-led strikes, Occupy,
Los Indignados) mass political action
and collective resistance to the
measures imposed by in response to the
crisis;

d) Considered what Japan can learn from
the experience of European states in
dealing with debt and migration;

€) Theoretically examined the limitations
of “ Human Security” and the dangers
of its replacement with
“ resilience.”

The methodological approach, in brief,
involved developing an overview of the main
impact of the financial crisis on political
identities and human security in the EU,
South Asia and Latin America. This required
first reviewing existing literature on
neoliberalism, human security and
resilience; and second, interviews with
academics and representatives of
international organizations, most notably
the International Organization of
Migration in Rome.

This research project critically examined
the impact of the financial crisis on human
security and political identity in Europe,
Latin America and South Asia. It resulted
in the publication of the book: Religion,
Identity and Human Security

(Routledge: 2014). The book set out the
theoretical framework for the project.
Field research was mainly carried out in
Europe and South Asia with additional
fieldwork in Latin America. For FY2016-17,
I was based in the Centre of International
Studies at the London School of Economics
and Political Science (LSE) where I was a
Visiting Senior Fellow. My research while
based in Europe primarily focused on the
human security of migrant communities from
minority religious backgrounds.
Interviews were conducted with academics



and senior members of international
organizations, most notably the Chief of
Mission of the International Organization
of Migration (I0M) based in Rome. Due to
time constraints and financial limitations,
I was unable to conduct interviews with
leaders of political movements or attend
the World Social Forum.
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