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We first examine the relationship between candidates and voters in publicly
discussing whether to conclude a free-trade agreement. Our theoretical and empirical analyses show that
candidates” electoral promises about a free trade agreement are related to the business interests and
losses in their constituencies, the type of electoral system for which they run, and their ideologies.

Second, we examine how individuals evaluate the likely impact of trade on their personal economic
interests and on their national economy. We find that individuals® appreciation of the impact of
globalization on their jobs or job opportunities is positively and robustly correlated with their human
capital level and their family income. We also confirm that individuals® perception of trade"s impact on
the economy is positively and robustly correlated with their human capital level and their evaluation of
trade™s impact on their personal interests. Agricultural workers tend to hold protectionist attitudes.
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“ Do candidates listen to
voter opinions on a free trade agreement?. The
case of Japan joining the Trans-Pacific
Partnership negotiations’

()

the National
Election Studies (NES) the International
Social Survey Program (ISSP)
NES
Some people have suggested placing new
limits on foreign imports in order to protect
American jobs. Others say such limits would



raise consumer prices and hurt American exports.
Do you favor or oppose placing new limits on
imports, or haven’t you thought much about it?
ISSP National ldentity

Now we would like to
ask a few questions about relations between
(respondent’s country) and other countries. How
much do you agree or disagree with the following
statement: (Respondent’s country) should limit
the import of foreign products in order to protect
its national economy.
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Who is more
protectionist than others in Japan?”
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