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In this study, we analyze the gap between the competencies that companies
seek in university students and the requested competencies from companies that university students
expect, through the distribution of a questionnaire to Japanese companies and university students.
We find that a gap exists between companies’ and students’ evaluations of students’ competencies.

Surprisingly, the companies’ and students’ stated priorities for competencies are seriously
different. Our results show that companies highly value versatile personal or interior competencies
as being essential for employees. Conversely, students highly value skills and knowledge as
essential competencies for work.
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