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The project aims to be a "pilot study” of so-called "Sociology of death and

dying,”™ relatively newly emerging research area in sociology. Four specific tasks are to be pursued: 1)
delineating the outline of

"sociology of death and dying" through examining the research literature including death studies and
thanatology in general, and sociology of death in particular; 2) codifying the representative and basic
research literature on the specific subfields that in all compose the "sociology of death and dying.";
3gpresenting the sociological analyses of Japanese society, on the specific fields established by 1) and
2) tasks; and lastly 4) exploring and the searching the meaning and significance the field "sociology of
death and dying"might have on the understanding of modern, contemporary societies in general , and the
Japanese society in particular.
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Handbook of Death and
Dying 2vols(Sage 2003)
Macmi llan Encyclopedia of Death and Dying
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Death and Human Experience 2vols(Sage
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K.Charmatz,The Socila Reality of Death:
Death in Contemporary America(Addison
Wesley 1980) MC.Kearl, Endings: A
Sociology of Death and Dying(Oxford

University Press 1989) 90
G.Howarth, Death and
Dying: A Sociological Introduction

(Polity Press 2007) R_Macmanus,
Death in a Global Age (Palgrave Macmillan)
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