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The aim of this study was to investigate the association between the location of
mutations in the dystrophin gene and autistic characteristics.Patients with dystrophinopathies (n = 56;
mean age = 12.9, SD = 5.2) participated in this study. Autistic characteristics were assessed using
PARS-SF and SRS.Eighteen patients (32.1%) showed autistic characteristics by the PARS-SF infantile
rating, while 11 patients (19.6%) also scored above the cut-off value on the PARS-SF current rating. Two
of seven patients (29%) with mutations in exon 30-44 and five of 25 patients (20%) with mutations In exon
45-55 exceeded the cut-off value in both the infantile and current ratings of PARS-SF, whereas none of
the patients with mutations in the exons upstream of exon 30 did so.
We found significantly higher ASD characteristics in patients with mutations in exon 45-55 compared to
patients with mutations upstream of exon 30.
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