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Mechanism of invasion success of nutria, Mycocastor coypus, in Japan

Kawamura, Kouichi

4,100,000

mEDNA DNA

Success in settlement of nutria, Mycocastor coypus, in Japan was examined by
three approaches in molecular biology, morphology and ethology. Although genetic diversity in mtDNA was
low, Japanese populations showed high genetic diversity in nDNA, nearly comparable to that of original
populations. In addition, high morphological variation was recognized among Japanese populations. In
behavior, M. coypus flexibly changes behavior responding environmental conditions, although it forms
territory as commonly observable 1n mammals. It is considered that highness in genetic diversity and
morphological variation, together with behavioral plasticity enabled the settlement of M. coypus in Japan
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