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Polyphenols with higher molecular weights as antitumor substances in botanical
foods and crude drugs
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Investigation of polyphenols with high-molecule structures isolated from plant
organs and cultured shoots of Tamarix species of the family Tamaricaceae led to the isolation and
structure elucidation of several new tannins. Antitumor effects of tannins and related polyphenols
obtained from plants including those of Tamaricaceae, Myrtaceae, Davidiaceae, and Hamamelidaceae were
examined, and several ones among them showed selective cytotoxic effects. Synthetic methods of tannin
mimics were also established.
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