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Thermoreversible gel disc assay of rat angiogenesis
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Endothelial cells and pericytes play critical role in angiogenesis, which is
controlled, in part, by the angiopoietin (Ang)/Tie-2 system and vascular endothelial growth factor
(VEGF). Endothelial cell and pericyte interdigitations(EPl), consisting of cytoplasmic projections
of pericytes and corresponding endothelial indentations, are frequently present at angiogenic sites.
After subcutaneous implantation of a thermoreversible gelation polymer disc in rats, the capillary
density was low on day 5, increased to a peak on day 7, and then decreased on days 10-20. A small
numger gg EPI were observed on day 5, then increased sharply to a peak on day 10, but had decreased
on day 20.
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