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Analysis of the transcription factor crosstalk in high endothelial venule formation
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The high endothelial venules (HEVs) are specialized blood vessels that permit
lymphocyte trafficking across their endothelial cells (ECs) and develop in a tissue-specific manner. We
previously found that a transcription factor X is preferentially expressed in immature HEV-ECs of lymph
nodes and Peyer*s patches. We found that neonatal HEVs in the gene X -knockout (KO) mice express lower

levels of HEV-EC marker proteins than wild type littermates. In contrast, postnatal HEVs in the gene
X-transgenic mice showed an increase in HEV-EC marker proteins. These results support the hypothesis that

the gene X contributes to HEV-EC differentiation.
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