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The Hippo pathway in liver disease
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We discovered somatic mutations of WW45, which is a components of the Hippo
pathway, in cell lines and clinical samples of liver cancer. Using one of these cell lines, We
established YAP1 or TAZ knockdown cells. These transcription cofactors are downstream effector genes for
this pathway. The YAP1 knocked-down cells could not grow overcoming contact inhibition. The TAZ
knocked-down cells partially lost the phenotype like EMT. In YAP1 knocked-down cells, the expression of
TGFB2 decresed in concordance with the expression of CTGF, an already-known target of YAP1. We are now
examining the relationship between the phenotype and the expressed gene.
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