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Disgovery and development of agents for chronic hepatitis C from marine natural
products
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We focused on pharmacologically active component from marine organisms for the
development of novel anti hepatitis C virus agent. Thus, we screened extracts of marine organisms by
using HCV replicon system and showed that the extract from Amphimedon sp. inhibits HCV replication by
suppressing viral helicase and protease activities. In this study, we attempted to purify and identify
the active component of Amphimedon sp., but not purify and identify it. Additionally, we established a
cell-based screening system in order to identify compounds inhibiting the HCV NS2/3 protease activity. We
screened extracts of marine organisms by using this system, but not identify extracts of marine organisms
inhibiting the HCV NS2/3 protease activity.
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