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Biological significance of crosstalk between TGF-beta and Hippo pathway in HCC
progression
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TAZ expression was associated with worse prognostic outcomes in patients after
hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma. TAZ inhibition reduced cell growth and phosphorylation of Akt.
Overexpression of TAZ increased phosphorylation of Akt. Under the treatment with 5-FU, TAZ inhibition
enhanced chemoresistance accompanying with YAP expression. Double knockdown of TAZ/YAP diminished the
enhanced chemoresistance. Thus, dual targeting of TAZ/YAP is required for effective anti-cancer strategy
in HCC. On the other hand, the downregulation or overexpression of TAZ did not show any significant
ﬁggnges in TGF-B -Smad signal. The crosstalk between Hippo-pathway and TGF-f -Smad signal may not be in
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