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Fetal tissues and organs are useful for regenerative medicine or other medical
research. Though fetal tissues and organs are usually used in medical research, it is not clear how dead
fetuses are disposed or buried and what is the ethically proper procedure to handle them. As a result of
this research, it is found out that legal regulations concerning the treatment of dead fetuses have been
reformed since the late 1990s in Germany and Austria. According to the German Civil Status Act, parents
of a stillborn child, that is, a dead fetus weighing more than 500 g, may register the child"s name in
birth records. As for burial, it is governed by the law of each state. Most states of Germany and Austria
require parents to bury a fetus when it exceeds a certain weight, and permit burial of a fetus upon
parents® request if the weight is below threshold. These regulations were induced as a result of
petitions from parents who had experienced a miscarriage or a stillbirth.
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