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The travel writings and articles on Kyoto, with their pictures and photos,
produced by British tourists in Meiji period, are valuable resources for knowing Kyoto of the time, but
this studK takes them up to analyze also those elements which influenced their views of Kyoto.

One of the contributions this study made is the digging up of a number of travel writings by unknown
British tourists referring to Kyoto. By reading into those writings we revealed the reasons why they
longed for Japanese traditional ways of life which they sought in Kyoto, or why they criticized certain
aspects of Kyoto. Although some of the tourists showed insightful observation, their views of
civilization, the city, and religion, as well as the ideology of the day, often influenced their
experience of Kyoto, including sightseeing, visiting of famous temples and shrines, shopping,
appreciation of arts and crafts, and theaters.
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