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Assessment of the effect of anthropogenic noise on small odontocetes to establish
management guidelines
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Stationary and towing passive acoustic surveys were conducted for a population of
the finless porpoise Neophocaena aiaorientaris sunameri in Ise and Mikawa bay to reveal effects of
anthropogenic noise on their ecology. This species has strong adherence to Asian coastal area and overlap
with the distributions of other whales and dolphins. It seems that the finless porpoise distributions
around ship channels are influenced more by ﬁrey distribution than by anthropogenic noise. Results of the
stationary monitoring show that density of the porpoises was high even in the ferry route. Porpoises
were, however, were rarely Eresent within 50 m from the survey ship, which was considered as avoidance
behavior. The porpoise may keep “ a safe distance” from the ship.
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