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Why Canadian neuroethics got the highest status in the world? Implications to
the governance of science and technology
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The aim of this study is to clarify the reasons of pushing Canadian
neuroethics to the top of the world within rather short period. Data were gathered through
semi-structured interviews to the persons concerned and literature review. The research traced two
causes to rapid emergence of Canadian neuroethics. First, the policy and structure of the funding
agency for medical and life sciences of the Federal Government of Canada, or Canadian Institute of
Health Research (CIHR), fully supports to realize the expert scientists” perspectives in new areas
of scientific activities. Second, the discretion of the director of the division of neuroscience in

CIHR is large and flexible enough to launch the new research field in Canada. Those worked
successfully in the case of neuroethics. These traits are also beneficial to handle the system and
philosophy of the governance of science and technology in Japan.
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