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Trade and Values of Carnelian Ornaments in South Asia - Study on Social System
supporting Tradition
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This project on carnelian ornaments in South Asia originate from a study on
carnelian beads of the Indus Civilization, which led us to carnelian mines at Ratanpur (Dt. Bharuch,
Gujarat), the major manufacturing centre of Khambhat (Dt.Anand, Gujarat) and then to one of the major
destination of carnelian trade, Nagaland located 2500km away.

The aim of the project is to investigate (or to describea current state of trade activity of carnelian
- 1.e. mining, manufacturing into ornaments, selling, purchase and use as well as values or symbolism
bestowed on this semi-precious stone. However, the tradition is slowly dying out and hopefully the
recording of contemporary status would also be the contribution of the project.
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4 International
Seminar on Archaeology and Language,
and the Joint Annual Conference of Indian
Archaeological Society, Indian Society for
Prehistoric and Quaternary Studies and
Indian History and Culture Society, held at
Deccan  College  Post-Graduate  and

Research Institute, Pune, India.
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