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Tales about ghost and their treatment by religious specialists in Tohoku disaster
area
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In the disaster area of the Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami in 2011,
bereaved people have various representations of the dead, which are sometimes expressed as ghost
phenomena. Religious specialists, such as Buddhist priests, treat them, referring to the context of local
religious custom or tradition of the sect they belong to. According to our survey, four common
characteristics of how priests treat their clients can be pointed out: (l% Acceptance and listening, (2)
Performing rituals, (3) Providing moral instruction, and (4) Promoting self-care for the afflicted. These
could be important lessons when considering the nature of “ kokoro no kea” by religious specialists
among different professionals.
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