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Origine and Rebirth of "Kirikane(cut gold leaf decoretion)"before Christ:A study on
Gold-sandowich
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Starting from the Japanese traditional cut gold leaf technique the “ Kirikane”
whose origin is unknown and nowadays remains only in Japan, 1 have researched the world artifacts with
this technique to investigate its origin and made a database on them, along with presenting the Kirikane
itself to the countries who had already “ lost” it or who did not know it.

My research reveals that, the most ancient examples of the Kirikane can be confirmed on the 22
Hellenistic gold-sandwich-glass. | have observed with my own eyes at least eight of them which are now
scattered all over the world. As a Kirikane master myself, | could have divided their cut gold leaf
applying technique into several groups; overlapping, outlining and bending. Furthermore | found that some
of them show also the combination with painting technique. As for the publication of my results, | have
presented it both in Japan and in Europa and | keep using the Japanese term the Kirikane and try to awake
their interest on it.
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