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In the 1950s Wakakusa-Bunko and Akimoto Junior Series provided guidelines for
Japanese girls seeking for a role model. Most of the readers were tempted to buy the books by the cover
design. The age range of the readers was wide enough to include junior high school students and working
adults and even males. Domestic novels are in print as ever. Hanako Muraoka as the translator
established a genre of girls’ fiction which is asexual. The popular titles were screen plays and high
school romances of which heroines were middle-class girls. Some valuable suggestions by a senior who had
returned from study in America appeared in the newsletter of the book to encourage the longing for
studying abroad among the young. But the American school culture of clubs and dating were unfamiliar and
the consumerism involved in worrying about a dress for proms was too far removed from the quality of life
in Japan at the time.
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