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This research project aims to explore similarities in discourse-pragmatic
variation and change in contact varieties of languages from a cross-linguistic perspective. We have been
investigating ga) to what extent the functional distributions and social stratifications of the tags,
daro, desho and sho in Palauan Japanese are similar to those of eh and HRTs in NZ and AU English; (b) if
there is a similar trajectory in the grammaticalization process between Palauan ollei and English dude.

Our findings have made theoretical contributions to the field of contact sociolinguistics; leading to a
better understanding of (a) the common process of grammaticalization of address terms across different
contact varieties, (b) the broader applicability of the concept of * vernacular universals’ (Chambers
2000) beyond phonological and morphosyntactic levels, as well as (c) the usefulness of the Dynamic Model
(Schneider 2007) to 1dentify different stages of formation of Palauan English.
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