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In the present study, I' ve made a corpus consisting of 43 dramas (approximately
one million word tokens) created by Eugene O' Neill, as well as a corpus of two dramas (approximately
sixty thousand tokens) by Somerset Maugham. These corpuses are regarded as effective basic data for
stylistic analysis of dramatic speeches. Lexical and syntactic information gained from the corpus make it
possible to conduct diverse levels of analyses that help not only to illustrate characteristic
differences in styles between two different types of speech, such as dialogical speech and thought aside;
but to examine what linguistic manipulation a playwright performs to make a speech vivid and impressive
in the given context of a dialogue in order to project a character’ s hidden conflict of his/her mind. In
addition, I conducted manuscript research of 0’ Neill’ s dramatic works at Beinecke Library at Yale that
provided me with quite important manuscripts for stylistic analysis.
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O’Neill Papers, YCAL MSS 123,
Box 66, Folder 1261.
“Dialogue,” holograph and
typescript carbon, corrected, n.d.,
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