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The effect of orthographic transfer on the developmental word recognition in L1
native English speakers learning Japanese
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This experimental research project was a two year exploratory study undertaken to
determine whether there was an orthographic transfer effect of English L1 word recognition on the
development of L2 Japanese word recognition. The The study involved 12 young native speakers of English
attending three different public elementary schools in northern Japan. The research involved giving the
students a kana lexical comprehension test and a contextualized reading test. Each test was administered
to the same group of students three times over the two year duration of the study. Tentative findings
from the research suggest that:(a) There is an underlying cross-linguistic effect from L1 English on
reading in L2 Japanese for young learners. (b) As students® proficiency in Japanese improves such an
eff$gt_diminishes. (c) An initial proficiency in reading L1 English has an effect on L2 Japanese reading
proficiency.
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