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Wagyu breeders, reproductive technology, and the politics of the state: an
anthropological study of human-animal relationships in the post-Foot-and-Mouth
Disease cattle industry in Miyazaki
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Wagyu calf breeders in Miyazaki have not been keen to accept, as measures
to reestablish cattle production after the Foot-and-Mouth Disease outbreak, the government’ s basic
policies that give priority to economic efficiency alone and encourage producing average-quality

beef and cutting down the nurturing period. Such tendency among Wagyu breeders can be attributed to
the hi?hly sophisticated Wagyu production” culture” of Japan, in which cattle producers, in
particular calf breeders, are enchanted with intellectual® games” for“ genetic engineering” on their
own and other commitments in the community such as owning and/or bidding for supreme heifer calves
in pursuit of fortunes and honour of the family.

Contrary to the ethnographic evidence, the media discourse has emphasised the role of cattle

farmers to link“ cattle” in the paddock to“ beef” on the table, and consequently established the
stereotype of cattle breeding as important but unskilled labour.
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