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A Study on the Relationshiﬁ Between the Formation of Close Friendshi?s and Changes
in Behavior :Focusing on Children with Difficulty in Behavior Contro

HATTORI, Keiko

1,000,000

X 2 A

This research explored the relationship between the formation of close
friendships and changes in behavior at a nursery school, focusing on children with difficulty in behavior
control. In study 1, the behavioral episodes of Child A were categorized and differences in the monthly
occurrence rates of episodes were analyzed. Results revealed that the establishment of "equal and close*®
friendships coincided with the period when a decrease in problem behavior started to be observed. In
study 2, episode records were analyzed for four children who had clear behavioral problems. Results
showed that during periods when the children were engaged in activities that interested them, there were
fewer occurrences of problem behavior. However, in two children who did not form close friendships,
problematic behaviors recurred after the initial improvement in behavior. One child who did establish
close friendships through small-group activities exhibited a sharp decrease in problematic behavior.
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