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Theoretical and Empirical Research on the Possibility of Applying Construal Level
Theory to Research on Fresh Produce Consumption Behaviors
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Two studies examined whether “ construal level theory” 1is applicable to research
on fresh produce consumption behaviors. A choice experiment was first carried out to verify the
reasonableness of the measurement technique of the construal level theory and confirmed that the
manipulation of construal levels brought about significant changes in the behaviors chosen by
respondents. A web-based survey followed and confirmed how different types of ps%chological distance
affect the choices of the respondents. The survey revealed that social distance has an impact on all of
the assessment criteria: product guality, product prices, convenience of stores and extent of product
recognition. Temporal distance had an impact on the convenience of stores. No significant difference was
observed in the relationships among other types of psychological distance and assessment criteria.
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