2013 2014

(AIN)

Role of apoptosis inhibitor of macrophage (AIM) in the pathogenesis of intractable
lung diseases
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In the bleomycin-induced lung fibrosis model, AIM-KO mice had significantly less
lung fibrosis than wild-type mice on day 14 after bleomycin administration. Furthermore, in the cigarette
smoke-induced emphysema model, AIM-KO mice had significantly less emphysematous change than wild-type
mice after 16 weeks of cigarette smoke exposure, and had lower inflammatory gene expression levels after
short-term cigarette smoke exposure. These results suggests that AIM plays a role as an aggravating
factor in the pathogenesis of inflammatory lung diseases, and that AIM may be one of the potential

therapeutic targets or biomarkers for lung diseases.
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