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Since 2007, 1 have been conducting research projects on Japanese-African
relations during WWI1, based on the analysis of local media in both Africa (mainly the British Gold Coast
[now Ghana%) and Japan. This project, which started in April 2013, clarified that the Gold Coast media
suddenly changed its stance towards Japan, going from describing Japan as a successful model of
modernization in the non-Western world to depicting it as a savage enemy, partly due to severe censorship
by the British colonial authorities; the Japanese media, on the other hand, continued to describe Africa
and Africans as victims of US and British imperialism in order to justify its own expansionist policy and
invasions of other Asian countries. This research report was presented at international academic
conferences in Russia(lnstitute of African Studies, Russian Science Academy) and Jamaica (University of
West Indies); and an academic paper based on the above mentioned report was published in 2015.
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