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Biological origins of cultural behavior: comparative cognition of social learning
and social cognition in primates
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In this project, | aimed to reveal the primate cognitive foundations underlying
the social learning and behavioral contagions from the perspectives of comparative cognitive science. For
this purpose, 1 did variable kinds of experiments and observations for both each individual and whole
subject group of nonhuman primates to measure their cognitive traits. Here I mainly found the importance
of their ecological strategies on promoting the social Iearnin? in primate societies. Particularly, two
strategies, anti-predator strategy and parenting strategy, would be a primary factor to rapidly promote
the monkeys to learn the knowledge from the other ?roup members. Under those "prepared” cognitive
features which might be evolved as their ecological adaptation, their social leaning would progress
depending on the social network in a group with the dynamic ways.
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