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Research on the relationship between the demography and the development modes of
Open Source Developers

Hatta, Masayuki
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This research aims at understanding the relationship between the demography,
motivation and the modes of the software development process(the way of running projects, stance on
policy issues, etc.) of Open Source software developers. By conducting interviews with Japanese and
foreign Open Source developers and related parties, and from quantitative analysis on the mailing list
archives of several noted Open Source development projects, the stance on major policy issues such as
Software Freedom has been significantly varied between Open Source developers since earlier(circa 2000)
than previously thought. Also, this research shows that the factors to affect the motivation of
involvement is also different between developers.
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