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This study considers the influence of modern British sport on Irish sports
history and the organization of the Gaelic Athletic Association. The GAA, which has control of national
sports such as hurling and Gaelic foothall, sought to increase grassroot activities between the nations
in the mid 19th century.

The elite class of Ireland had previously established and drafted original football rules developed
at Trinity College, Dublin, based on the playing rules used by the Rugby School in England. Later to play
international matches with the English national team, they adopted the rules used by the Rugby Football
Union, that then became widely used in Ireland.

The GAA, which was founded in 1884, introduced club management and sports meeting protocol based on
modern British sport, which in turn modernized traditional Irish sport.
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