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A Study of Sumo Ukiyo-e from the Kansei Era
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This study focuses on examnples of surviving sumo-e from the Katsukawa school,
and research the processes through which sumo-e from the Tenmei and Kansei eras onwards acqured their
distinctive style and form of expression. Katsukawa Shunsho dipicted sumo wrestlers in a realistic
manner, and executed his sumo-e in a style quite distinct from his yakusha-e. After Shunsho stoppted
composing sumo-e, these objective, nuanced depictions were gradually replaced with more stereotyped
forms. From the end of the Tnmei era onwards, two of Shunsho"s leading pupils, Shunko and Shun®ei, led
production of sumo-e at the school. From the Kansei era onwards, the muscular protrusions of the
wrestlers became more exaggerated. However, despite the large number of pictures they produced, there
were few signs of originality in either composition or style. Compared with yakusha-e, what was demanded
of sumo-e was not a beautiful visage, but the sense of power exuded by a gigantic physique.
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