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The formation of the "Orient”, "tradition™ discourse in the Japanese modernist
literature in 1920s
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This study surveys the characteristics of literary modernist discourses of “ the
Orient” and “ tradition” in 1920s Japan, and analyzes them in the context of other contemporary arts.
Contrary to common belief, one can identify many discourses which value positively “ the Orient” and
‘* tradition” in Japanese modernist literature. In this study, | ascertain the details of these
discourses through a comprehensive survey of literary magazines and coterie journals, and then examine
the contemporary significance and internal logic of each case.
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