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This research aimed to reveal the gender characteristics of the Dictionary of
National Biography (DNB) by analysing individual articles. The research mainly analysed articles written
about lady travellers of the 19th century and women of letters of the 18th and 19th centuries. This
analysis demonstrated that the DNB espoused the view that women should be angels of the house, and saw
their proper realm as exclusively the domestic sphere. The DNB went so far as to ignore its own editorial
policies In order to endorse these notions. This research therefore concluded that the DNB was deeply

steeped in contemporary Victorian gender ideology.
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