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As population ageing progresses globally, it is increasingly important to
understand ageing from multiple and more importantly, subjective perspectives. Through the analysis
of various cultural texts - novels, films and comics - from Anglo-European contexts and Japan, this
project has examined the ways in which the experience and the meaning of ageing are shaped,
culturally, socially and politically, and has interrogated the structure of ideas that underpins the

discourse of ageing. Focusing on dementia and care in particular and the ethical questions they
raise, it has reconsidered the normative conception of the human subjectivity and agency, which
privileges independence and production, a conception that underlies the discourse that objectifies
the ageing subject or the subject with dementia. The project has revealed different ways in which
cultural texts may expand, as well as reproduce, the dominant discourse of ageing and dementia
through imaginative narratives.
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