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This research clarified the semantic and syntactic functions of the morpheme
sar(u) in so-called sar(u)-expressions in Kesen. Semantically, this morpheme bears three meanings:
spontaneous, (external) ability, and resultant state. lts core meaning is spontaneous, and the others can
be derived from the spontaneous meanings. Syntactically, the morpheme takes any kind of VPs in its
complement position, and it takes an implicit external argument in its Spec position, which functions as
a causer or an experiencer, depending on the context. This research also made it clear that the morpheme
ar in so-called ar-intransitives in Kesen is also an Middle Voice head, and that the relationship between
sar(u) and ar corresponds to lexical vs. syntactic causatives in Standard Japanese.
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