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A Theoretical and Empirical Study of the Identity Conditions on Deletion
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Under the framework of the Minimalist Program, this research critically examined
the syntactic identity conditions that previous studies have argued apply to ellipsis phenomena. It is
demonstrated that among those conditions those of category and morphosyntactic identity are theoretically
and empirically questionable. It is then pointed out that those two conditions are rather attributable to
the requirements of semantic identity and parallelism.
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(i) I remember shooting the scene,
although I didn’ t want to <sheet
the-scene>.

(i1) *1 remember the/my destruction of
the document, although 1 didn’ t

want to <destroy—the-decument>.
(i)
@v)
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(iii) This letter deserves a response,
but before you do <respend>, ...
(iv)  But killing was wrong, no matter

by whom <anyone-was—kiHed>.
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(v) a. The collapse of the Germans is
gradual .

b. The collapse of the Germans is
unlikely.
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(i) The system can be used by anyone
who wants to <use—#t>.

(i1) *Roses were brought by some, and
others did <breught> lilies.

(iii)

(iii) a. [TP DP1 T [VoiceP VOice[+Active] [vP v
[» vV DP2]]11]

b. [TP DP1 T [VoiceP VOice[—Active] [W v

Lr V 61111

Voice
VoiceP
Ww
(iv)
Voice be
)
COCA

(iv) “ Do I have to talk to these

people?” ” They will want to <be
talked—to-by-yeu>,” Scarborough
said.

(v) Not so much whether to teach the
bible in public schools, but how?
and by whom <the-Bible-sheuld-be

taught>?
(vi)

(vi) A: When John had to praise a

student, he didn’ t want to

VOICe[pctive) <PFaEse-a-student>.
B: ?When John had to be scolded by

a dean, he didn’ t <want-to-be

Volkeep joivey <Scoldedby—a—

dean>>, either.
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