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This study mainly investigated the adequacy of an assumed presupposition that a
by-phrase occurring in a passive sentence always iIntroduces an agent argument. In particular, this study
(1) pointed out the possibility that the semantic roles of the argument of a by-phrase in a passive
sentence can be divided into Agent and Cause, after surveying several previous studies, (2) tried to find
out if the comparison of "ni" and "ni totte" phrases in Japanese passive sentences to by-phrases in
English passive sentences can support the validity of this classification of the semantic roles, and (3)
surveyed two kinds of semantic role theories, Uniformity of Theta Assignment Hypothesis and Proto-Roles
Hypothesis, to figure out which hypothesis can fully explain about the semantic role of the argument of a
by-phrase in a passive sentence .
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How were your parents

killed? By
his making a stupid mistake.
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An apple a day
keeps the doctor away.

Eating an apple
a day keeps the doctor away. You (can)
keep the doctor away by eating an apple a
day.
an apple
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