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A historical anthropology of disaster culture in tsunami-prone communities in Japan
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In this study I conducted field research several times on the change of
communities since the Showa Sanriku Tsunami (1933) at Sanriku-cho, Ofunato City, lwate Prefecture, where
it is said that local communities maintain "disaster culture.” Without using an easy label of "disaster
culture,” I provided different patterns of the local disaster preparedness (and unpreparedness).
Elucidating the historical change of local communities before the East Japan Great Earthquake (2011), 1
examined what so-called "disaster culture" is.
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